MCA Daedalus
Lee-On-Solent Airfield
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OBJECTIVE: This guide aims to help private powered aircraft pilots use Lee safely in accordance with
the Aerodrome Manual (at www.eghf.co.uk) and avoid recurrances of previous incidents. ALL pilots
using Lee must first have read the Aerodrome Manual which became effective 27 Aug 2008: it is
essential to fully understand Section 8 and Appendices E & F which detail the procedures that apply to
Lee traffic in the Fleetlands ATZ.

The Aerodrome Manual has precedence over this guide
Refer to http://www.hampshire.police.uk/Internet/so/operatio ns/air/index.htm__ for current on-line
authoratative airfield documentation from Hampshire Constabulary




1. The Airfield

Figure 1: Airfield Diagram showing the MCA Fence (Blue), Grass Taxiway (Green),
Impassable Gate: (Red) , Gates Passable WITH CARE (Yellow), The Gliding Strips.

a) Priorities: SAR Helicopter and Police Aircraft operations have priority over all GA
movements. Powered-aircraft must give way to gliders.

b) PPR must be obtained by visiting aircraft from Hampshire Police Air Support Unit (HPASU)
on 02392 551714. PPR is normally granted to pilots visiting the airfield or local area for bona
fide business purposes only. There are NO facilities, e.g. toilets etc, available at HPASU.

c) Aircraft are not to be taxied to Police or SAR A prons without specific permission from
the operators (HPASU, CHC respectively).

d) Pilot's Responsibilities:  include ensuring it is safe to perform the manoeuvre they intend
(e.g. to hold, backtrack, line-up, take-off, land. Listen carefully to ALL radio calls and scan
visually to gain situational awareness).

e) Main Taxiway: The main hard taxiway to the north west of runway 0 5/23 is CLOSED.
MCA gates installed where the blue MCA fence crosses the main taxiway (opposite “Q”
hangar) are temporary and only suitable only for use by road-vehicles. Signage installed
states these are not for aircraft use - if a pilot taxies through, it is entirely at own risk.

f) BACKTRACKING of the runway IS permitted  (including on gliding days) and encouraged
for powered aircraft - particularly those with limited propeller clearance. Before backtracking
ensure, visually and with radio calls, it is safe to do so - do hot compromise the landing or
take-off of any other traffic.
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g) Grass Surfaces: are not inspected. It is NOT NECESSARY to use the grass taxiway or
other cut grass areas. Great care is advised to differences in level between grass areas and
hard surfaces that cross/adjoin them. Gullies and lighting along the runway edge in places.

h) The two large gateways (east and west of 23 threshold) are passable slowly and with
care. Do not assume the gate had opened fully, or the centreline provides standard clearance.
Should the blue electric gates at the 23 hold be closed contact the police Duty Officer on “Lee
Radio” or 02392 551714.

i) When local flying Check NOTAMS for special events occurring locally e.g. Red

Arrows/Parachuting at Sultan/Portsmouth, “Cowes-week” heliport, plus Patrouille de France
displays and other “one-off” events which occur from time to time in the area.

2. The FLEETLANDS ATZ and Disused Railway Line

Figure 2: The Fleetlands ATZ. Note: the tree-lined disused Fareham-Gosport railway line
(black dotted line) demarcates the eastern and western sectors of the Fleetlands ATZ.

a) Avoid the Eastern Sector . When Fleetlands Information is operating they may be
contacted for information, but there is no requirement to speak to them unless flying through
the eastern sector of the ATZ . Fleetlands monitor the “Lee Radio” frequency and can pass
this information to their traffic. Fleetlands traffic will not enter the western sector of the ATZ
without co-ordination on the Lee frequency. When Fleetlands are not active gliding may still
take place in the eastern sector.

b) “Straight-ahead” departure from 05:  This is possible but takes you into the eastern
sector of the ATZ. It is necessary to call Fleetlands (135.700) prior to take-off . After making
your pre-takeoff call to Fleetlands switch back to 118.925 for your departure and announce
you will be changing to Fleetlands once airborne. The simple and preferred alternative is to
turn after take-off onto the crosswind leg (above fields) before turning on track having avoided
the eastern sector of the ATZ altogether).

c) “Straight-in” approach to 23:  This is not encouraged (but is possible) as it will take you
through the eastern sector of the ATZ. Better alternatives are to join base leg (existing circuit
traffic permitting) or to route to the south - clear of the Lee circuits and the ATZ - positioning to
join downwind. IF joining straight-in 23 you must call Fleetlands them prior to ATZ entry
while also having a second radio tuned to “Lee Radio/Traffic” SO as not to arrive in the
Lee circuit unannounced)
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3. The Circuits

Figure 2: Powered Circuit: Right hand 23, Left hand 05, 1000ft QFE. Avoid built-up areas.
Glider Circuit: Left hand 23, Right hand 05.

a) Powered Circuit: Downwind joins are the norm. Circuit traffic permitting, you may join
base-leg. Aircraft in the powered circuit MUST NOT cross the extended centreline.

b) The gliding circuit is to the South-East of Runw  ay. Most often gliders land on the grass
to the south-east of the runway from the left hand circuit, give way however to any glider on
final to the hard runway (this may be required by particular circumstances on the glider strips,
and should be accompanied by radio calls). From final to the runway the glider can position to
land on the runway or on the grass either side of the runway. PNGC will make every effort to
minimise runway occupancy.

c) There is no deadside at Lee whether or not gliding is believed to be active.

d) The Overhead-join procedure, dead-side descents, and cr  osswind joins are NOT
permitted at any time. This is to ensure that if a misunderstanding about gliding activity
occurs, an aircraft will not conflict with the winch-cable or descend onto the glider circuit (e.g.
which could contain a glider returning from a long cross-country launched as a ‘one-off’ hours
earlier).

e) Microlights establish wider downwind legs to avoid overflying the bird sanctuary in the
Meon Valley (2-stroke engine noise is reported to disturb nesting birds).
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4. “LEE RADIO” 118.925

a) “Lee Radio” 118.925. Qualified radio operators man “Lee Radio” 118.925 when gliding is
taking place. The purpose of “Lee Radio” is to deconflict gliding from all other traffic at Lee.

b) When PNGC is not operating “Lee Radio” is nhot ma  nned. When the ground radio
station is not manned (i.e. no responses to your ca  lIs) make “blind” radio calls giving
your position and intentions -  integrate safely with traffic that is or becomes active. At a
future date Hampshire Constabulary may opt to man the frequency with a qualified operator.

) “Lee Radio” provides information only  , and cannot give instructions or clearances to
pilots. Pilot should not make calls requesting clearances (e.g. to taxy), but can make requests
for information (e.g. runway direction in use, confirm holding launches).

d) “Lee Radio” may make requests , for example, “Request hold position”, “Request
backtrack to vacate 23 end” or “Request continue ahead to vacate 05 end”. A request is NOT
an instruction, however the pilot should co-operate if possible and safe to do so -
responsibility for the safety of the aircraft remai ns with the pilot.

e) “"HOLDING LAUNCHES": This is a key phrase used by “Lee Radio”.  As per the
Aerodrome Manual “Holding launches” means: “All cables are on the ground and the
runway is not occupied.” “Holding launches” does NOT mean “CLEAR TO backtrack, line-
up, take off, land etc”.

A “Holding launches” call is specific to the aircra ft to which it is given -  a different
aircraft must obtain a separate assurance that launches are being held.

For a power pilot not familiar with gliding “Holding Launches” indicates that “no glider
launching (tug or winching) is in progress or about to commence that would conflict with the
power pilots stated intended intention (e.g. take-off).

On receipt of a “Holding launches” call the pilot may backtrack, line-up, take-off or land -
PROVIDED the PILOT has also confirmed (visually) THAT THIS WILL NOT CONFLICT WITH
OTHER CIRCUIT TRAFFIC (gliders or powered aircraft).

Even when launches are not taking place, there are likely to be gliders and other GA aircraft in
the circuit, and vehicles on taxiways. Look out!

A “Holding Launches” call may be made to an aircraft in the circuit to land. Depending upon
the position of that landing aircraft, there may also be time for a departing aircraft to take off,
BUT that take-off pilot MUST confirm with Lee Radio that PNGC are holding launches for his
departure also. Good airmanship is vital to safe, efficient operations and minimising delays to
launches.

f) “LAUNCH IN PROGRESS”: This is the second key phrase used by “Lee Radio” to indicate
(to a specific aircraft) the status of gliding activity. As per the Aerodrome Manual “Launch In
Progress” means: “A launch is in progress. You are advised not to overfly the aerodrome
while a launch is in progress.”

g) 118.925 is not uniquely assigned to Lee . You may hear or cause breakthrough to other
stations - 118.925 should not be used above 3000ft or more than 10nm from Lee.

5. IS GLIDING ACTIVE OR NOT?

a) For departures it should be apparent (visually: gliders, tugs, winch, bus, tractors etc) if
gliding is taking place. It may not be so obvious when gliding equipment is being set up or
being put away whether or not gliding is yet, or is still, in progress. If in doubt call Lee Radio to
establish gliding status - Lee Radio is manned from commencement of gliding to the end of
the gliding period.
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b) For arrivals expect that gliding will be taking place on Wednesdays, Saturdays and
Sundays. However, there are both week-long courses and other weekdays when PNGC also
operate. Occasionally PNGC may set up for a brief period to launch (aerotow) a cross-country
flight on other days. Make three calls should be made to “Lee Radio” on 118.925 between
10nm and 5nm to run. If no response is received proceed (with caution) making blind calls to
“Lee Traffic”. When operating, Fleetlands Information may be contacted on 135.700 for
confirmation of the status of glider operations and of runway last used. Lee Radio is manned
by PNGC from commencement of gliding to end of gliding period.

6. Departure
a) Which runway is in use?

i) If PNGC ARE operating : the runway in use will be the same as that used for
gliding, and the runway direction in use can be heard or requested on “Lee
Radio” 118.925.

i) If gliding is not operating : then the windsock will give the best indication. Listen
out for other traffic making blind calls and make blind calls (to “Lee Traffic ”
118.925) announcing your intentions. Do not select a runway for take-off that is
contrary to existing traffic.

b) Grass Taxiway: is available to aircraft with good propeller clearance.
Use with extreme caution, particularly when wet (can be boggy in places).

c) Backtracking of the runway is permitted, including on gliding days)

d) Power Checks Rwy 23 : When gliding is in progress in the runway 23 direct ion do not
perform power checks on disused runway 17 under the glider short final to the grass
runway 23 left.

Normal aviation practice is that power checks are complete BEFORE crossing a runway hold
(e.g. the 23 Hold marked just north of the eastern gate).

Power checks can be done at the 23 hold, but obstructs the taxiway. IF this would
inconvenience other traffic do the power checks prior to the eastern gate - off the taxiway if
possible, e.g. at the small turn-offs prior to the gate (caution stones) at the wide entrances to
the taxiway toward Hangar F or the eastern hardstanding (though not next to Atlas offices at
Hangar H please).

e) Power Checks Rwy 05: Perform power checks at or before the 05 hold. It is important to
leave a good distance between your aircraft and the cable-winch and glider short final to the
grass gliding strip west of and parallel to 05.

f) “Straight-ahead” departure from 05: You must call Fleetlands 135.700 prior to take-off
if departing straight-ahead 05.

g) Line-Up. Listen Out! Look Out! Your Line-up should NOT cause other aircraft to abort a
take-off or landing!

h) “Take-off power” point:  During gliding there are people and vehicles at the launch point. It
is good airmanship (subject to any other operational factors) that full power is applied once
past the PNGC launch point (marked by white cones either side of the runway) - such that
persons there will not be endangered by a problem e.g. a loss of directional control.
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7. Arrival

a) Approaching Lee it is usually possible to obtain wind information from Fleetlands
Information (135.7) or the SAM VOR) as an indicator of the potential wind at Lee. Note
however that Lee is subject to coastal effects which cause local variations of wind direction.

b) Which Runway Is In Use? (Good question!)
I. When PNGC ARE gliding : the runway in use will be the same as that used for

gliding, and the runway direction in use can be heard on, or obtained from, “Lee Radio”
118.925.

II. When PNGC are NOT gliding but power aircraft are ac  tive: approaching Lee, listen
to the blind calls made by other pilots indicating the runway direction in use e.g. “Lee
Traffic, G-OANO downwind, runway 23”. Make blind calls yourself indicating your
intentions. If necessary ask other traffic for the runway in use.

[ll. 1f PNGC are not operating and there is no known oth ___er traffic operating _(no
response to your blind calls): you must make your own decision about which runway
direction to use and announce your intentions.

Coastal effect can quickly and dramatically change the local wind direction. Use your eyes
and experience to assess the likely surface wind conditions - e.g. smoke from buildings,
shipping, Fawley.

If necessary and cloud base permits, position to fly above the max winch cable height of
2100’ QNH to view the windsock to ascertain wind direction.

Make your runway selection and announce your intentions to “Lee Traffic”. Position to
descend, outside the ATZ and Lee circuits, to join the powered circuit on downwind or base-

leg.

Note: The Overhead Join procedure, deadside (there  is none at Lee) descents, and
crosswind-joins are not permitted at Lee at any tim e.

¢) Do not land downwind unless there is a safety or significant over-riding operational
reason (e.g. PNGC sometimes operate with a small tailwind component. If unable to accept a
small tailwind liase with “Lee Radio”).

Do not land downwind for “convenience” sake, e.g. simply to reduce taxy time - that is NOT
good airmanship: your aircraft and skills may handle a significant tailwind but safety margins
will be reduced and you may inadvertently lead another pilot into a downwind landing or take-
off which results in an incident.

d) Look out for traffic, especially non-radio, “wrong frequency” or radio-failed traffic. Tug
aircraft also fly tug circuits very close in to the ruway.

e) Maintain spacing in the circuit from the aircraf ~ t ahead - so the aircraft ahead can
backtrack, or continue-on, to vacate the runway before you are ready to land. You must go
around if you have insufficient spacing from the aircraft ahead.

f) The “Final” call should include intention , €.9. “G-ABCD final for grass left.”

g) Go-Arounds: Rule 5 exempts you from the 500ft rule only when landing or taking off.
Practice go-arounds are banned. Go-arounds for safety reasons, e.g. runway occupied, ARE
permitted.

Note: Take great care to avoid an approach which might lead you into having to go-around
whilst a winch-cable is in the air. This would be a very dangerous scenario and by design is
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avoided by provision of air-ground radio information from the glider launch-point - which
includes “Holding launches” and “Launching in Progress” radio calls. As per Aerodrome
Manual 8.5.2 it would normally be preferable to go-around to the north-west of the runway if
you have been unable to avoid overflying during a winching operation.

h) “Landing Over”: It is not permitted [Rule 14 (2) ] - nor are most aircraft insured - to
land while the runway is occupied,; including the scenario of “landing over” a glider or
aircraft parked on the runway. PNGC have agreed mixed operations procedures which
minimise occupancy of the hard runway and will clear the runway (by launching or removing)
before aircraft land. If a “land-over” situation arises do not land (unless safety requires
otherwise) - go-around and co-ordinate a further approach with Lee Radio. Land-over
incidents during gliding will be recorded in the “Lee Radio” occurrences diary.

i) Touchdown point when gliding is in progress , to minimise risk of injury to persons at the
launch point in the event of loss of directional control you should not touch down before the
White Cones placed each side of the runway ahead of the launch point.

j) Vacating the Runway:  After landing roll is complete decide how you are going to vacate
the runway. Options are:

i) Continue ahead to vacate the runway via the hold
(E.g. the frequent case when 05 is in use)

ii) Make a 180 degree turn and backtrack to vacate the runway via the hold
(e.g. the usual case when 23 is in use.

iii) Taxi ahead, vacate to the far hold, and then backtrack when it is safe to do.
(This technique can also be used to minimise runway occupancy when a
number of aircraft are retuning at the same time — aircraft can land long and
backtrack together once the last has landed).

Announce your intentions. E.g. “Lee Radio/Traffic, G-CD backtracking to vacate at ...”
or “... G-CD continuing ahead to vacate at ...".

Before turning off the runway to the hold, look again for gliders or tugs approaching/departing
the grass glider strips.

NOTE: Although PPLs with PNGC gliding experience can do so safely, all other pilots should
avoid vacating the runway by turning off onto the g rass or onto the “Milville Road " - due
to the glider strip activities and uneven surface transitions.

k) Refuelling : When positioning an aircraft near a fuel installation or bowser shutdown and

push the aircraft into position. Avoid a situation where a brake failure or inadvertent
application of power would result in a collision.
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APPENDIX A) Aide Memoir: Departing

DEPARTURE - No Gliding Activity

Blind radio calls to “Lee Traffic’ on 118.925

announcing intentions

- Initial taxy

- Backtracking (runway 05/23)

- Runway vacated

- Pre-takeoff call to Fleetlands if going straight out on 05.
- Lining-Up (runway 05/23)

- Taking-off (runway 05/23)

- Departing to the (direction); Leaving the Frequency

Gates: Should the blue electric gates at the 23 hold be
closed, first attempt to contact the police Duty Officer on “Lee
Radio”. If this is unsuccessful, telephone the Duty Officer on
02392 551714.

Backtracking: Ensure it is safe to backtrack, then transmit
your intention. Ensure time to complete your backtrack without
compromising traffic in the circuit or on the ground.

Power Checks should be completed before crossing the
Hold.

Line-up and take-off when sure this will not compromise any
other aircraft or safety.

DEPARTURE - Gliding in Operation
All calls to be made to “Lee Radio” on 118.925

All radio calls from aircraft should receive at least a “G-ABCD
Roger” response from the radio operator - to confirm calls are
being heard and radios working.

Backtrack once the radio operator confirms that PNGC are
“Holding Launches” AND YOU are satisfied you can complete
the backtrack without compromising any other aircraft in the
circuit or on the ground.

Power Checks: should be completed before crossing the
Hold. Keep the approaches to the gliding strips each side of
the runway clear.

Line-up and take off: once the radio operator confirms
PNGC are “Holding Launches” AND you are sure that this
does not compromise any other aircratft.

Apply Take-off power after passing the white cones each
side of the runway ahead of the launch point).



APPENDIX B) Aide Memoir - Arriving

ARRIVAL - No Gliding Activity
(To determine this see page 5)

Blind radio calls to “Lee Traffic”’ on 118.925

- Initial position and intentions (e.g.” Lee Traffic, G-ABCD at
Calshot, 1500’ intending to join downwind right Runway 23").
- Downwind (runway 05/23)

- Base (runway 05/23)

- Final (runway 05/23)

- Backtracking (runway 05/23)

- Runway vacated, and taxy intentions

Work with Fleetlands 135.7 on another radio if making a
straight-in approach to runway 23 (try to avoid these please).

Backtracking after landing is permitted, and frequently
necessary. Pilots of following aircraft must position
themselves in the circuit such that the aircraft ahead has time
to land and vacate at one end or the other.

.After landing roll complete, consideration should be given to
other traffic waiting to depart, or in the circuit, especially any
aircraft on final.

Pilots who are aware of a closely following aircraft may “land
long” and vacate the runway at its far end enabling the other
aircraft to or land (rather than go-around). Then backtrack
when safe to do so.

10

ARRIVAL - Gliding in Operation
(To determine this see page 5)

All calls to be made to “Lee Radio” on 118.925
Landing

A landing must not be made until a “Holding Launches” call is
received from the radio operator. This is NOT the same as a
“Clear to Land” call, and it remains the responsibility of the
pilot to ensure that it is safe to land, keeping a good look out
for gliders and other traffic at all times.

The “Holding Launches” call is specific to the aircraft to which
it is made. A following aircraft requires a separate call.

Ideally the call will be received late downwind, and the pilot
should adjust approach and circuit as necessary (using
situational awareness) to ensure that it is received before
committing to a base leg.

“Landing over” aircraft or gliders on the runway is not
permitted.

Touchdown should occur after the white cones placed either
side of the runway, so that persons there will not be
endangered by a problem such as tyre bursting.



MCA Daedalus Airfield Manaul — Visitor Briefing Sheet Effective Date:- 27/08/2008

EGHF
N50 48.88 W001 12.33 MCA Daedalus (Lee on Solent) 32 ft AMSL
2 nm NW of Gosport
Lee Radio 118.925 A/G. Fleetlands Information 135 .7 AFIS Solent App 120.225
Rwy Dim(m) Surface TORA(M) LDA(m) Lighting
05/23 1309x45 Asphalt 1309 05-1309 Rwy
23-1155

Op hrs: 0900-1800 or SS if earlier.

Landing Fee: Under Review

Hangarage: Limited Maintenance: Nil

Customs: Nil

Remarks: Operated by Hampshire Police Air Support Unit, MCA Daedalus Aerodrome, Chark

Lane Gate, Broom Way, Lee-on-Solent, Hampshire, PO13 9YA. PPR by telephone.

Unlicensed aerodrome partially situated within the Fleetlands ATZ. Briefing required prior to visit.
Noise Abatement: Avoid overflying built-up areas.

Circuits to the north at 1000 ft aal.

Caution: Gliding site. No deadside, no overhead joins. Danger winch cables. Aerodrome is base
for MCA SAR helicopters and Police Air Support Unit who have priority when on operational

sorties.

Taxis: Cols Cars Tel: 023 9255 2233 Amber Roadmaster Cars Tel: 023 9235 3535

Fuel: 100LL DAFS 07990 511200

Tel: 02392 551714
Fax: 02392 899013

E-mail: hpasu@btconnect.com
Web: www.eghf.co.uk

Refer to http://www.hampshire.police.uk/Internet/so/operatio

Airspace

Parts of MCA Daedalus lie within the ATZ of DARA Fleetlands. Fleetlands operates an Aerodrome
Flight Information Service on 135.7 MHz, Call Sign “Fleetlands Information”

A Letter of Agreement exists permitting aircraft arriving at or departing from MCA Daedalus to fly
within the part of the Fleetlands ATZ that lies to the west of the disused railway line without
complying with the requirement contained in ROAR Rule 45 to “obtain information from the flight
information service unit to enable the flight to be conducted safely within the zone.

The disused railway line is a prominent landmark that shows up from the air as a twin line of trees.

Approaches should not be made from the east of the disused railway line unless the pilot is able to
simultaneously monitor both the Fleetlands frequency (135.7 MHz) and the Daedalus frequency
(118.925 Mhz). 118.925 should not be used above 3000ft or more than 10nm from Daedalus. There
is no dead side and overhead joins are not permitted due to the risk from glider winch launching.
Aircraft should normally position for a downwind join.

Runway 23 has a displaced threshold. Temporary displaced thresholds are used when gliding is
taking place to protect personnel who are at the launch point and will be marked by a pair of large
white traffic cones, one on each side of the runway. When these are in place landing aircraft should
not touch down short of the cones. The position of the cones will not reduce the LDA by more than
150 metres.

Pilots who are aware of a following aircraft are requested to “land long” and vacate the runway at its
far end to allow the following aircraft to land.

The grass area on either side of the runway may be used for landing at the pilot’s risk. The grass
area is NOT INSPECTED by the aerodrome operator, who takes no responsibility for damage
caused by its use. The “Final” call should indicate the intention, e.g. “G-ABCD final for grass left.”

ns/air/index.htm __ for current on-line authoratative airfield documen tation from Hampshire Constabulary



